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Health  Department, 
Council  Offices, 
Lanchester, 
Co.  Durham. 
July,  1965 

TO  THE  CHAIRMAN  AND  MEMBERS  OF  THE 
LANCHESTER  RURAL  DISTRICT  COUNCIL 

Mr.  Chairman,  Ladies  and  Gentlemen, 

I  have  pleasure  in  presenting  my  Annual  Report  for  the  Year  1964. 

In  April  the  Health  Department  suffered  a  grievous  loss  in  the  sudden 
death  of  Mr.  George  Rowe,  who  had  been  a  Public  Health  Inspector  on 
the  staff  since  1928,  and  Senior  Public  Health  Inspector  since  1935. 
Although  only  six  months  off  retirement  and  in  poor  health  for  some 
years,  Mr.  Rowe  had  lost  none  of  his  enthusiasm  for  making  progress  in 
public  health.  Only  a  few  weeks  before  his  death  the  Paper  Sack  Scheme 
for  the  Storage  and  Disposal  of  Household  Refuse  came  into  operation 
in  the  district — a  scheme  which  he  had  been  responsible  for  introducing 
and  organising.  We  sadly  miss  his  genial  presence  in  the  office. 

During  the  year  the  health  of  the  district  remained  good  with  no 
serious  incidence  of  infectious  disease. 

The  vital  statistics  show  an  increased  birth  rate,  and  decreased  death 
rate,  with  a  fall  in  the  important  rates  for  stillbirths,  infant  deaths  and 
perinatal  deaths.  There  was  an  increase  in  the  number  of  tuberculosis 
deaths,  although  the  number  of  notified  cases  has  fallen. 

Heart  disease  continues  to  be  the  main  cause  of  death,  and  there  is  an 
increase  in  deaths  from  coronary  disease,  and  also  in  deaths  from  bron¬ 
chitis.  There  is  a  slight  decrease  in  the  deaths  from  lung  cancer.  Happily 
there  is  a  marked  fall  in  all  accidental  deaths,  and  the  incidence  of  home 
accidents  is  much  reduced. 

Co-operation  with  general  practitioners  and  the  hospital  medical  staff 
has  remained  good  and  I  am  grateful  to  my  colleagues  for  this. 

In  conclusion,  I  wish  to  thank  the  Council  for  their  support  and  the 
Staff  for  their  loyal  co-operation. 

I  am,  Ladies  and  Gentlemen, 

Yours  faithfully, 

ROSETTA  HILL, 

Medical  Officer  of  Health. 


Staff  of  Public  Health  Department 

Medical  Officer  of  Health  and  Assistant  County  Medical  Officer  for  Consett 
and  Stanley  Urban  and  Lanchester  Rural  Districts: 

Rosetta  Hill,  m.b.,  b.ch.,  d.p.h. 


Public  Health  Inspectors: 

G.  Rowe,  Cert.s.i.B.  and  Meat  Inspectors’  Certificate.  Senior  Public 
Health  Inspector — died  24th  April,  1964. 

F.  E.  Terry,  Cert.s.i.B.  and  Meat  Inspectors’  Certificate. — -appointed 
Senior  Public  Health  Inspector  May,  1964. 

P.  Hunter,  Cert.p.H.i.  Examination  Board  and  Meat  Inspectors’ 
Certificate. — appointed  June,  1964. 


Clerical  Staff: 
T.  Close, 
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I.  GENERAL  AND  VITAL  STATISTICS  RELATING  TO  THE 


LANCHESTER  RURAL  DISTRICT 

Area  (Acres)  ...  ...  ...  ...  ...  ...  ...  ...  44,243 

Population  (Estimated)  .  14,440 

(1)  Estimated  number  of  children: — 

Under  5  years  ...  ...  ...  ...  ...  ...  ...  1,164 

6-15  years  ...  ...  ...  ...  ...  ...  ...  1,693 

Number  of  Inhabited  Houses  .  4,587 

(1)  Number  of  Aged  Miners’  Homes  ...  ...  ...  ...  21 

(2)  Number  of  Council  and  North  Eastern  Association  Aged 

Persons’  Plomes  ...  ...  ...  ...  ...  123 

(3)  Number  of  Council  and  North  Eastern  Association  Houses  1800 

(4)  Number  of  Houses  and  Shops  combined  ...  ...  ...  51 

(5)  Number  of  Lock-up  Shops  ...  ,.r  ...  ...  ...  61 

(6)  Number  of  houses  which  have  been  closed  or  demolished 

during  the  year  ...  ...  ...  ...  ...  ...  5 

(7)  Estimated  Number  of  Sub-standard  houses  still  occupied  134 


Rateable  Value: — 

(1)  Actual  Rateable  Value  ...  ...  ...  ...  ...  £333,648 

(2)  Sum  represented  by  a  penny  rate  (estimated)  ...  ...  £1,250 

The  Lanchester  Rural  District  as  at  present  constituted,  came  into 

being  on  1st  April,  1937,  and  consists  of  nine  parishes — Cornsay,  Esh, 
Greencroft,  Healeyfield,  Headleyhope,  Lanchester,  Langley,  Muggleswick 
and  Satley. 


DETAILED  VITAL  STATISTICS 

Lanchester 

England 

and 

W  ales 

County 

Live  Births 

252 

— 

— 

Rate  per  1 ,000  population 

17.45 

18.4 

18.3 

Illegitimate  Live  Births  per  cent,  of  total  live 
births 

4.76 

_ 

4.2 

Still  Births 

5 

— 

361 

Rate  per  1,000  total  live  and  still-births 

19.45 

16.3 

20.0 

Total  Live  and  Still-births 

257 

- — 

— 

Infant  Deaths  (deaths  under  1  year) 

5 

— 

— 

Infant  Mortality  Rates 

Total  infant  deaths  per  1,000  total  live  births 

19.84 

20.0 

22.9 

Legitimate  infant  deaths  per  1,000  total  legit¬ 
imate  live-  births  ... 

20.83 

22.6 

Illegitimate  infant  deaths  per  1,000  total 
Illegitimate  live  births  ... 

Nil 

_ 

29.4 

Neo -Natal  Mortality  Rate  (deaths  under  4 
weeks  per  1,000  total  live  births) 

11.90 

13.8 

15.7 

Early  Neo -Natal  Mortality  Rate  (deaths  under 
1  week  per  1,000  total  live  births) 

7.93 

_ 

13.8 

Perinatal  Mortality  Rate  (still-births  and 
deaths  under  1  week  combined  per  1,000 
total  live  and  stillbirths) 

27.23 

33.5 

Maternal  Mortality  (including  abortion) : 

Rate  per  1,000  total  live  and  stillbirths 

Nil 

0.25 

0.11 

Deaths 

221 

_ 

_ 

Rate  per  1,000  population 

15.30 

11.3 

10.9 

Tuberculosis  Deaths 

3 

_ 

_ _ 

Rate  per  1,000  population 

0.21 

0.0* 

0.07 

5 


The  standardised  birth  and  death  rates  for  the  area,  i.e.,  rates  calculated 
in  such  a  way  that  allowances  are  made  for  the  age  and  sex  composition 
of  the  population  were  17.97  and  12.55  respectively.  When  comparing 
the  above  rates  it  must  be  realised  that  in  a  population  of  14,440  (approx¬ 
imately)  the  rate  frequently  fluctuates  from  year  to  year,  one  or  two 
additional  deaths  producing  what  would  appear  at  first  sight  to  be  a 
significant  change. 

Births 

(a)  Live  Births: — 


Males 

Females 

Total 

Legitimate 

121 

119 

240 

Illegitimate 

8 

4 

12 

Totals  . . . 

129 

123 

252 

Still  Births:— 

Legitimate 

4 

1 

5 

Illegitimate 

4- 

— 

Totals  ... 

4 

l 

5 

During  the  year  there  were  five  still-births  as  compared  with  eight 
last  year. 


Deaths 


Deaths  during  the  year 
Deaths  from  Puerperal  causes 


Males  Females  Total 
116  105  221 


(a)  Infant  Deaths 

The  number  of  infant  deaths  during  the  year  was  5  (19.84  per  1.000 
live  births)  as  compared  with  6  (25.21  per  1,000  live  births)  in  the  prev¬ 
ious  year.  Two  of  these  occurred  in  the  first  week  of  life. 

The  infant  mortality  rate  has  decreased  this  year  and  is  lower  than 
the  rate  for  England  and  Wales,  20.0,  which  is  the  lowest  ever  recorded. 

During  the  year  there  were  the  following  deaths  under  one  year  of 
age: — 

Rate  per 
1 ,000  live 


Males  Females  Totals 

Births 

All  Legitimate  ... 

.  3  2  5 

19.84 

(b)  Deaths  (General) 

Males  Females 

Total 

All  Causes  . 

.  116  105 

221 

6 


For  detailed  statistics  and  trends  see  Appendix  A. 


1.  Cardio  Vascular: — 

Males 

Females 

Total 

(a) 

Vascular  lesions  of  nervous  system  ... 

24 

21 

45 

(b) 

Coronary  disease 

35 

17 

52 

(c) 

Hypertension  with  heart  disease 

1 

— 

1 

(d) 

Other  heart  diseases 

7 

7 

14 

(e) 

Other  circulatory  diseases 

5 

6 

11 

Totals 

72 

51 

123 

2. 

Chest  Diseases: — 

(a)  Pneumonia 

3 

6 

9 

(b)  Bronchitis 

11 

4 

15 

(c)  Other  diseases  of  respiratory  system 

2 

1 

3 

Totals  ... 

16 

11 

27 

3. 

Cancer : — 

(a)  Stomach 

2 

1 

3 

(b)  Lung  Bronchus  .. . 

4 

— 

4 

(c)  Breast 

- — 

2 

2 

(d)  Uterus 

— 

3 

3 

(el  Other  Sites,  including  Lymphatic  Neoplasms 

4 

9 

13 

Totals  . . . 

10 

15 

25 

4. 

Leukeamia,  Aleukemia 

_ 

1 

1 

5. 

Ulcer  of  Stomach  and  Duodenum  ... 

1 

— 

1 

6. 

Gastritis,  Enteritis  and  Diarrhoea 

— 

1 

1 

7. 

Congenital  Malformations 

— 

2 

2 

8. 

Other  Infective  and  Parasitic  Diseases 

— 

I 

1 

9. 

Other  Defined  and  Ill-defined  Diseases 

14 

20 

34 

0. 

Accidents 

1 

2 

3 

The  main  causes  of  death  in  the  district  during  the  year  were  diseases 
of  the  heart  and  circulatory  system,  cancer,  bronchitis  and  pneumonia 
in  that  order  of  prevalance.  Of  the  total  221  resident  deaths,  61  died 
outside  the  rural  district,  mainly  in  neighbouring  hospitals. 

Coronary  Disease. 

There  was  a  steep  increase  in  the  number  of  deaths  from  coronary 
disease,  there  being  52  as  compared  with  39  in  the  previous  year.  35  of 
the  52  deaths  were  in  men. 

In  the  country  as  a  whole  there  is  a  continued  high  incidence  of  coronary 
disease;  in  England  and  Wales  in  1964  there  were  106,290  deaths  from 
this  cause. 

It  does  appear  that  there  may  be  many  factors  involved  in  its  causa¬ 
tion,  e.g.  high  animal  fat  content  of  the  diet,  lack  of  exercise,  cigarette 
smoking,  stress  etc.  Education  of  the  young  in  forming  health  habits 
would  seem  to  be  an  initial  step  in  the  prevention  of  the  disease  in  later 
life. 
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Lung  Cancer. 

There  were  4  deaths  from  cancer  of  the  lung  as  compared  with  5  in 
the  previous  year. 

The  incidence  of  lung  cancer  in  the  country  as  a  whole  still  continues 
to  increase  and  it  is  now  the  most  common  form  of  cancer  mortality. 
There  were  25,371  deaths  from  this  disease  in  England  and  Wales  during 
the  year,  a  large  majority  being  males  (21,476). 

The  evidence  of  the  association  of  cigarette  smoking  with  lung  cancer 
is  now  overwhelming.  There  has  been  a  report  by  the  Royal  College  of 
Physicians  in  this  country  and  a  similar  one  in  America.  A  survey  of 
British  doctors  shows  not  only  that  the  incidence  of  lung  cancer  was 
much  higher  in  smokers  than  in  non-smokers,  but  also  that  the  death 
rate  from  other  respiratory  diseases  and  heart  disease  was  higher  in 
smokers.  Continuing  health  education  of  school  children  on  the  danger 
of  smoking  is  essential  to  prevent  children  taking  up  the  habit,  as  so 
many  adults  who  have  smoked  for  many  years  find  it  impossible  to 
give  up  the  habit. 

Bronchitis. 

There  were  15  deaths  from  bronchitis  during  the  year  as  compared 
with  1 1  in  the  previous  year. 

This  disease,  often  referred  to  as  the  English  Disease,  continues  to  be 
one  of  our  greatest  problems,  and  is  responsible  for  more  sickness  absence 
from  work  than  any  other  single  cause.  It  is  estimated  that  30,000,000 
working  days  are  lost  each  year  from  this  cause.  A  great  deal  of  research 
has  been  done  in  recent  years  into  the  cause  of  bronchitis,  and  although 
there  may  be  many  factors  involved,  there  is  evidence  that  atmospheric 
pollution  is  a  very  important  factor.  It  seems  that  cigarette  smoking 
may  also  contribute  to  causing  and  aggravating  the  disease.  In  England 
and  Wales  there  were  18,740  deaths  from  this  disease  during  1964. 

Accidents. 

It  is  pleasing  to  note  a  marked  decrease  in  the  number  of  accidental 
deaths,  there  being  3  as  compared  with  8  in  the  previous  year.  All  of 
these  deaths  were  due  to  accidents  in  the  home  and  were  falls  in  elderly 
people.  In  the  country  as  a  whole,  the  provisional  figures  for  home 
accidents  deaths  in  England  and  Wales  show  a  reduction  by  nearly  600 
deaths  as  compared  with  1983,  the  comparative  figures  being  1964-7,160 
and  1963-7,754.  The  final  confirmed  figure  for  1963  was  8,023. 

This  loss  of  life  from  accidents  in  the  home  gives  rise  to  great  concern, 
particularly  as  many  of  these  accidents  could  be  prevented  by  taking 
adequate  care  and  precautions. 

In  October,  the  Children’s  Nightdress  Regulations,  1964  came  into 
force  and  the  effect  of  these  regulations  is  to  ensure  that  all  children’s 
nightdresses  offered  for  sale  are  made  of  flame  resistant  fabric. 

During  the  year  the  Council  decided  to  form  a  Home  Safety  Committee 
and  the  first  meeting  was  called  in  December.  The  Committee  consists 
of  all  members  of  the  Council  and  representatives  of  the  Health  Committee 
of  the  Durham  County  Council,  the  County  Fire  Brigade  Committee, 
the  North  West  Durham  Hospital  Management  Committee,  the  Durham 
Hospital  Management  Committee,  the  North  Eastern  Electricity  Board, 
the  Northern  Gas  Board  and  the  National  Assistance  Board. 
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II.  HEALTH  SERVICES  IN  THE  AREA 


A.  Environmental  Circumstances  and  Local  Authority  Services 
(a)  General 

Water  Supplies.  The  Durham  County  Water  Board  mains  supply 
most  of  the  houses  in  the  district  and  during  the  year  this  service  has 
been  satisfactory,  both  as  regards  quality  and  quantity.  The  remainder 
of  the  properties,  totalling  some  108,  which  are  situated  in  the  more 
remote  parts  of  the  area  secure  their  supplies  from  springs  and  wells. 

Negotiations  which  have  been  taking  place  for  some  time  for  the  exten¬ 
sion  of  Durham  County  Water  Board  mains  from  Satley  to  Low  Mill, 
at  an  estimated  cost  of  £5,600,  and  Knitsley  to  Red  Houses,  at  an  estim¬ 
ated  cost  of  £2,650,  were  completed,  and  a  commencement  made  in 
December  with  the  laying  of  a  three  inch  main.  The  two  extensions  will 
serve  to  replace  unsatisfactory  spring  supplies  to  thirteen  properties, 
including  six  farms. 

During  the  year  twenty-six  samples  of  water  were  obtained  from 
private  supplies  and  submitted  for  bacteriological  examination  and 
the  results  are  as  follows : — 


SAMPLING  RESULTS 


Parish 

Number 

of 

Samples 

Grade 

1 

2 

3 

4 

Muggleswick 

26 

19 

— 

3 

4 

26 

19 

— 

3 

4 

A  revised  table  showing  the  number  of  houses  in  the  various  parishes 
which  are  not  supplied  by  a  mains  supply  is  given  below. 


No.  of 

Type  of  Supply 

Method  of  Distribution 

Parish 

Private 

House  Service 

Houses 

Public 

Carried 

Pum- 

lation 

Spring 

Reser- 

Spring 

Well 

Piped 

ped 

Inside 

Out 

voir 

Cornsav 

2 

4 

_ 

_ 

1 

1 

1 

1 

_ 

1 

1 

Healeyfleld 

13 

38 

— 

— 

13 

— 

2 

11 

— 

10 

3 

Lanchesler 

47 

140 

6 

— 

41 

6 

ii 

18 

18 

33 

14 

Muggles- 

wick 

36 

126 

— 

3 

32 

1 

— 

33 

3 

36 

— 

Satley 

10 

35 

3 

— 

10 

— 

i 

7 

2 

8 

2 

Totals 

108 

343 

9 

3 

97 

8 

15 

70 

23 

88 

20 

Drainage  and  Sewage  Disposal. 

The  scheme  for  the  enlargement  and  improvement  of  the  Castleside 
Sewage  Works  was  completed  in  July  and  is  now  functioning  satisfact¬ 
orily. 
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For  some  time  the  main  drainage  in  Lanchester  village  has  been  inad¬ 
equate  and  this  has  caused  occasional  flooding  by  storm  water  due  to 
the  sewer  becoming  surcharged.  A  scheme  to  remedy  these  unsatisfac¬ 
tory  conditions,  and  also  to  provide  for  extensions  to  the  new  housing 
estates  at  present  being  developed  in  the  village,  together  with  enlargement 
of  the  sewage  works,  is  being  prepared  for  submission  to  the  Ministry. 
It  is  anticipated  that  a  commencement  will  be  made  with  this  scheme 
in  the  ensuing  year. 

Due  to  the  obsolete  and  defective  condition  it  was  decided  to  dispense 
with  the  Quebec  Sewage  Works,  and  sewage  from  this  area  be  treated 
at  the  Joint  Sewage  Works  at  Esh  Winning.  This  requires  a  section  of 
new  sewer  to  be  laid,  with  pumping  facilities,  for  the  purpose  of  connec¬ 
ting  to  the  main  drainage  from  Cornsay  Colliery.  This  scheme  has  now 
been  approved  by  the  Ministry  and  commencement  will  be  made  early 
next  year. 

It  is  anticipated  that  the  work  will  commence  shortly  with  the  laying 
of  a  branch  sewer  at  Esh  Hill  Top  with  connection  to  the  Ushaw  College 
sewer  which  discharges  to  the  Langley  Park  Sewage  Works.  This  scheme, 
when  completed,  will  provide  satisfactory  drainage  for  nine  houses, 
the  waste  water  from  these  properties  having,  in  the  past,  discharged 
untreated  on  to  adjoining  land. 

The  properties  listed  below  have  each  been  provided  with  a  new 
system  of  drainage,  complete  with  septic  tank  and  filter. 

The  Villa,  Hedley  Hill,  Cornsay  Colliery. 

Land  House  Farm,  Satley. 

Stuartfield  Lodge  and  Cottage,  Satley. 


Sanitary  Accommodation. 

During  the  year  the  sanitary  accommodation  of  3  houses  was  converted 
from  conservancy  to  water  carriage,  and  the  revised  figure,  taking  into 
consideration  the  erection  of  new  houses  and  closing  and  demolition 
of  unfit  houses,  is  as  follows: — 

Water  Closets  4,752 

Ash  Closets  69 

Ashpit  Privies  33 


Atmospheric  Pollution. 

Atmospheric  pollution  from  the  domestic  chimney  is  still  prevalent, 
although  there  is  some  improvement  in  these  conditions  as  a  result 
of  the  gradual  replacement  of  old  grades  by  modern  appliances  in  exist¬ 
ing  houses. 

There  was  no  complaint  of  pollution  from  industrial  premises.  Most 
factory  and  business  premises  now  use  suitable  fuels  or  electrical  energy, 
the  exception  being  the  Cornsay  Colliery  Brickworks. 
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Prevention  of  Damage  by  Pests 

Rodent  control  is  now  a  constant  problem,  notification  of  infestations 
continue  to  be  received  in  increasing  numbers  and  every  effort  is  made 
to  deal  with  all  of  them  expeditiously.  To  this  end  a  small  motor  van 
was  purchased  last  year  for  the  purpose  of  transporting  the  rodent  opera¬ 
tive  and  his  equipment  to  sites  of  infestation  and  this  arrangement  has 
proved  to  be  very  successful  in  that  a  much  larger  volume  of  work  can 
be  undertaken  and  completed  in  much  less  travelling  time. 

Inspections  and  revisits  totalled  599,  involving  116  infestations,  and 
this  included  215  properties  which  were  visited  primarily  for  some  other 
purpose. 

Five  seAver  systems  were  treated  at  different  periods  of  the  year  with 
the  result  that  of  the  94  manholes  baited  39  showed  complete  takes  of 
poison  bait.  (See  appendix  ‘D’  for  full  details). 


Disinfestation  Surveys  and  Treatment. 

Two  hundred  and  fifteen  routine  visits  of  inspection  were  made  in 
respect  of  the  furnishings  of  prospective  tenants  for  council  houses 
before  permission  was  given  for  removal.  In  all  cases  the  furnishings 
examined  were  found  to  be  free  from  vermin.  Cleansing  and  fumigation 
of  one  council  house  was  found  to  be  necessary  before  being  re-occupied 
due  to  the  outgoing  tenant  leaving  it  in  a  dirty  state. 

Complaints  of  fly  infestation  in  four  houses  were  investigated,  the 
flies  and  their  larvae  Avere  found  to  be  coming  from  remnants  of  birds 
nests  which  were  removed  from  the  bedroom  chimney  flues,  and  these 
were  later  sprayed  with  insecticide.  An  owner  of  a  detached  house,  of 
recent  construction,  sought  our  advice  to  eliminate  swarms  of  greenbottle 
(cluster)  flies  (Pollenia  rudis)  which  had  invaded  the  roof  space,  ea\Te 
soffits,  Avail  cavities,  rooms  etc.  After  consultation  it  was  decided  that 
he  obtain  the  services  of  a  firm  Avho  possess  the  professional  knowledge 
and  equipment  for  undertaking  the  eradication  of  such  pests.  The  process 
of  exterminating  these  flies,  which  had  lodged  themselves  in  inaccessible 
places,  was  eventually  successfully  accomplished. 

Six  properties  which  were  found  to  be  infested  with  cockcroaches 
were  treated  with  liquid  and  powder  insecticides. 

On  inspection  seven  tenants  of  Council  houses  were  ordered  to  keep 
their  houses  in  a  more  cleanly  state. 

Refuse  Removal  and  Disposal. 

No  serious  difficulties  in  the  operation  of  the  public  cleansing  service 
were  encountered  during  the  year  under  review.  The  four  diesel  18  cu. 
yard  fore  and  aft  tipping  vehicles  which  were  brought  into  service  in 
November,  1960  are  now  beginning  to  require  more  extensive  mainten¬ 
ance  to  keep  them  in  a  serviceable  condition  as  is  shown  in  the  increase 
in  cost  of  £156  for  renewals  etc.  over  the  previous  year. 


The  character  of  house  refuse  is  now  of  greater  bulk  with  less  weight 
which  is,  no  doubt,  due  to  smaller  accumulation  of  ashes  to  be  removed 
and  also  to  many  householders  using  packaged  goods.  The  increasing 
use  of  electrical  energy  and  gas  for  heating  and  cooking,  in  addition  to 
the  gradual  replacement  of  obsolete  and  inefficient  grates  by  modern 
appliances  is  apparently  the  reason  for  the  reduction  in  the  consumption 
of  solid  fuels. 

Considerable  quantities  of  stone  spoil  in  concessionary  domestic  coal 
deliveries  to  miners  are  still  a  problem  in  Lanchester  Village  and  Langley 
Park,  but  improvement  is  expected  during  next  year  when  the  new 
arrangements  entered  into  between  the  National  Coal  Board  and  their 
employees  comes  into  operation,  and  this  will  comply  with  the  provisions 
of  Section  24  of  the  Durham  County  Council  Act,  1963  relating  to  the 
control  of  dumping  of  coal  etc.  on  highways. 

A  pilot  scheme  for  the  introduction  of  paper  sacks  for  the  storage  and 
weekly  collection  of  household  refuse,  at  a  total  of  1062  houses,  was 
prepared  and  put  into  effect  in  April  in  the  villages  of  Lanchester  (part), 
Castleside  and  Satley.  The  operation  of  replacing  the  dust  bins  with  a 
free  issue  of  an  approved  type  of  metal  sack  holder,  and  the  initial  dist¬ 
ribution  of  a  paper  sack  to  each  house  was  carried  out  expeditiously 
and  smoothly  by  members  of  the  cleansing  staff  in  conjunction  with 
the  suppliers  of  the  sack  holders.  The  majority  of  the  occupiers  of  private 
houses  decided  to  retain  their  dust-bins  for  other  uses,  and  those  collected 
from  council  houses  were  subsequently  sorted  and  those  found  to  be  in 
good  condition  were  retained  for  re-issue,  as  required,  to  council  houses 
not  included  in  the  scheme.  Eighty-three  new  houses  which  have  been 
erected  and  occupied  after  the  inception  of  the  scheme  in  the  specified 
areas  have  been  supplied  with  sack  holders  at  a  cost  of  £3  12s.  Od.  to 
each  owner  or  occupier. 

This  system  of  storage  and  collection  of  house  refuse  has  now  been 
functioning  for  nearly  nine  months  and  up  to  the  present  time  it  has 
proved  to  be  successful  in  every  aspect.  It  has  the  enthusiastic  support 
of  householders  and  cleansing  staff  alike,  due  to  it  being  more  hygienic, 
clean  and  almost  noiseless  in  operation,  and  in  addition  there  is  a  consid¬ 
erable  saving  in  time  and  energy  of  the  dustmen  which  offsets,  in  no 
small  measure,  the  additional  cost  of  providing  a  free  sack  each  week. 

A  few  minor  incidents  occurred  at  the  beginning,  such  as  householders 
inadvertently  placing  hot  ashes  in  the  paper  sack,  but  it  was  interesting 
to  note  that  such  mistakes  did  not  recur. 

The  conclusions  formed  make  the  system  worthy  of  expansion,  and 
it  is  anticipated  that  it  will  be  extended  to  cover  the  remaining  part  of 
the  district,  involving  some  3,500  houses,  as  soon  as  it  is  found  possible 
to  do  so. 

The  voluntary  arrangement  made  for  the  removal  of  trade  refuse 
from  business  premises  continues  to  work  satisfactorily,  there  being 
fifty  traders  taking  advantage  of  this  service  at  a  cost  to  them  of  £2  for 
the  first  bin  and  £1  for  each  additional  bin  per  annum. 

12 


Ash  Bin  Renewal  Scheme 

This  scheme  still  continues  to  operate,  and  during  the  year  seven 
standard  dust  bins  have  been  supplied  to  owners  of  premises  at  cost 
plus  a  small  administrative  charge. 

(b)  Housing  and  Factories 
(i)  General 

In  the  twelve  months  ended  the  31st  December,  one  hundred  and 
fourteen  new  houses  were  erected  by  private  enterprise  in  the  following 
areas : — 


Private 

Esh  . 

3 

Lanchester 

.  97 

Castleside 

.  12 

Kaysburn 

1 

Quebec  ... 

1 

(ii)  Formal  Undertaking  to  Close 

A  formal  undertaking  to  close  the  undermentioned  unfit  house,  when 
vacated  by  the  tenant,  was  given  by  the  owner. 

2  Consett  Road,  Castleside. 

(iii)  Repairs  and  Reconditioning 

Houses  totalling  forty-seven  were  repaired  during  the  year  following 
informal  action. 

Discretionary  Grants 

A  total  of  twenty-nine  applications  in  respect  of  forty  houses,  mainly 
from  owner-occupiers,  were  received  during  the  year.  This  shows  a 
decrease  of  five  on  the  previous  year. 

Standard  Grants 

During  the  year  there  were  ten  applications,  an  increase  of  three  on 
the  previous  year. 

The  tables  overleaf  give  the  progressive  position  as  at  the  31st  Decem¬ 
ber,  1964. 
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DISCRETIONARY  GRANTS 


Number  of 

Number  of 
Withdrawals 

NumberAp’s 

Rejected 

NumberAp’s 

Approved 

Number  of 
Houses 

Year 

App’s 

H’ses 

App’s 

H’ses 

App’s 

H’ses 

App’s 

H’ses 

Com¬ 

pleted 

Incom- 

pleted 

1952 

5 

5 

_ 

_ 

_ 

_ 

1 

1 

_ 

5 

1953 

6 

7 

1 

1 

— 

— 

6 

7 

3 

8 

1954 

36 

55 

5 

10 

— 

— 

24 

27 

17 

36 

1955 

32 

33 

6 

6 

2 

2 

23 

24 

41 

20 

1956 

28 

28 

4 

4 

1 

1 

21 

21 

24 

19 

1857 

25 

33 

6 

13 

— 

— 

18 

18 

21 

18 

1958 

19 

47 

8 

8 

1 

1 

16 

42 

16 

40 

1959 

42 

57 

3 

3 

— 

— 

34 

49 

54 

40 

1960 

47 

88 

8 

9 

2 

2 

36 

75 

47 

70 

1961 

22 

22 

6 

6 

1 

1 

27 

29 

23 

62 

1962 

32 

32 

2 

2 

— 

— 

25 

25 

40 

52 

1963 

34 

43 

4 

4 

— 

— 

23 

23 

28 

63 

1964 

29 

40 

2 

2 

ip!| 

— 

17 

27 

47 

54 

Totals 

357 

490 

55 

68 

7 

7 

271 

368 

361 

— 

STANDARD  GRANTS 


1959 

1 

1 

1 

1 

1 

1960 

4 

4 

— 

— 

— 

— 

4 

4 

2 

2 

1961 

5 

5 

— 

— 

— 

— 

5 

5 

4 

1 

1962 

3 

3 

— 

— 

— 

— 

3 

3 

4 

— 

1963 

7 

7 

— 

— 

— 

— 

7 

7 

6 

1 

1964 

10 

10 

— 

— ■ 

— 

— 

10 

10 

7 

3 

Totals 

30 

30 

— 

— 

— 

30 

30 

24 

— 

(iv)  Closure  and  Demolition 


No  properties  were  made  the  subject  of  Closing  and  Demolition  Orders 
during  the  year. 


During  the  course  of  the  year  the 
demolished : — 

1  Forsters  Houses,  Cornsay  Village 
17/17£  Office  Street,  Hamsteels  ... 


following  properties  were 

No.  of  Houses 

.  1 

.  2 


(v)  Back-to-Back  Houses 

The  position  regarding  back-to-back  houses  in  the  area  is  as  follows : — 


No.  of  Houses  Occupied 

Vacant 

Quebec  Street,  Langley  Park 

4  — 

4 

Commercial  Street,  Cornsay 

4  — 

4 

Railway  Terrace,  Hamsteels 

2  _ 

2 

10  — 

10 
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(vi)  Caravan  Site  and  Control  of  Development  Act,  1960 

A  private  club  continues  to  occupy  a  site  for  which  they  have  a  licence 
covering  a  maximum  of  24  caravans.  Three  other  licences  are  in  operation 
regarding  two  caravan  sites,  one  at  Hownes  Gill  Farm,  Knitsley,  and 
the  other  two  at  Ragpathside  Farm,  Lanchester. 


Factories 

Of  the  56  factories  in  the  area  only  10  are  of  any  size,  the  remainder 
being  small  units  employing  very  few  staff.  Visits  of  inspection  were 
made  with  particular  interest  in  food  factories.  For  details  of  inspections 
see  Appendix  ‘C\ 


The  classification  of  the  factories  is  as  follows 


Trade 

Agricultural  Contractor 
Bakeries  ... 

Blacksmith 
Boot  Repairer  ... 

Brick  Works 
Builders’  Yards 
Cosmetic  Manufacture 
Clothing  Manufacture 
Engineering  Works 
Glove  Manufacture 
Ice  Cream  Manufacture 
Joinery  Works  and  Joiners 
Marine  Store  Dealers  ... 
Motor  Repairs 
Painter  and  Decorator 
Radio  Repairer  ... 

Sawmills 
Sausage  Makers 


With 

Power 

2 

2 

1 

2 

1 
3 
1 
1 
1 
1 

2 
2 

13 

1 

I 

9 


Without 

Power 


Total 

2 

2 

2 

2 

1 

9 

1 

1 

1 

1 

2 

3 

1 

13 

1 

1 

1 

9 


43 


10 


53 


Outworkers 

Two  persons,  notified  by  other  authorities,  continue  to  operate  as 
outworkers,  being  engaged  in  the  garment  industry. 


Noise  Abatement 

Investigations  were  made  into  three  complaints  of  noise  from  barking 
dogs  and  after  interviews  with  the  owners  the  nuisances  were  abated 
by  the  animals  being  rehoused  elsewhere. 


15 


(c)  General  Inspections 

The  following  is  a  summary  of  inspections  made  and  notices  served 
under  the  Public  Health  and  Housing  Acts : — 


Housing : 

Structural  defects 
Foul  conditions  ... 

Overcrowding 
Sanitary  Conveniences : 

Insufficient 
Defective  ... 

Drainage 
Water  Supply 
Food  Premises 
Shops  Act 
Ice  Cream 
Slaughter  Houses: 

Public 

Private 

Tents,  Vans,  Caravans,  etc. 
Offensive  Trades 
Factories  and  Workplaces 
Keeping  Animals 
Offensive  accumulations 
Smoke  Nuisances 

Prevention  of  Damage  by  Pests 

Act,  1949  . 

Refuse  storage 
Litter  Act 
Other  nuisances 
I. D.  investigations  ... 

Offices,  Shops  and  Railway  Prem¬ 
ises  Act,  1963  ... 

Total  . . . 


No.  of  No.  of  Defects 


No.  of 

Informal 

Statutory 

remedied 

inspections 

Notices 

served 

Notices 

served 

after 

Notices 

910 

695 

_ 

576 

36 

28 

— 

25 

4 

4 

— 

4 

121 

102 

_ 

69 

90 

70 

— 

40 

84 

71 

— 

31 

77 

49 

— 

26 

94 

66 

— 

64 

— 

— 

— 

— 

8 

— 

— 

■- 

_ 

_ 

_ 

422 

1 

— 

1 

6 

6 

— 

5 

— 

— 

— 

— 

15 

2 

— 

4 

1 

— 

— 

— 

11 

11 

— 

7 

2 

2 

— 

2 

54 

15 

_ 

14 

237 

164 

— 

131 

5 

5 

— 

5 

30 

30 

— 

26 

39 

— 

— 

— 

44 

7 

— 

7 

2,290 

1,328 

— 

1,037 

(vii)  Animal  Boarding  Establishments  Act,  1963 

This  Act  came  into  effect  on  1st  January,  1964  and  up-to-date  2 
applications  have  been  received  and  approved.  An  arrangement  has 
been  made  with  the  local  veterinary  practitioner  to  report  on  any  premises 
at  a  fee  of  £1  11s.  6d. 

(viii)  The  Offices,  Shops  and  Railway  Premises  Act,  1963 

This  Act  which  comes  into  operation  on  days  appointed  by  the 
Minister  sets  standards  for  the  health,  welfare  and  safety  of  persons 
employed  in  offices,  shops  and  railway  premises. 

All  employers  or  intending  employers  of  persons  in  offices,  shops  or 
railway  premises  were  required  to  register  their  premises  with  the  appro¬ 
priate  Authority,  i.e.  the  Local  Authority  or  H.M.  Inspector  of  Factories, 
before  the  31st  July,  1964. 

Registration  forms  (O.S.R.  1.)  during  the  initial  period  were  not 
received  as  quickly  as  had  been  expected  and  it  was,  therefore,  thought 
necessary  to  issue  circular  letters  to  all  occupiers  of  offices,  shops  and 
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railway  premises  within  the  rural  district,  from  whom  no  application 
had  been  received,  outlining  their  obligation  under  the  Act.  Some  147 
letters  were  dispatched  and  at  31st  December,  1964,  79  registration 
forms  had  been  received,  relating  to  12  offices,  54  shops  and  13  catering 
establishments  open  to  the  public.  A  further  61  notifications  were  received 
from  occupiers  who  considered  that  their  premises  did  not  fall  within 
the  scope  of  the  Act. 

The  provisions  of  this  Act  also  places  a  duty  upon  each  employer 
to  notify  the  appropriate  authority  of  any  accident  which  occurs  on  his 
premises  which  (a)  causes  loss  of  life  to  a  person  employed  in  the  premises 
or  (b)  disables  any  such  person  for  more  than  three  days  from  doing  his 
usual  work.  No  notification  of  any  accident  was  received  during  the  year. 

Thirty-six  general  inspections  of  registered  premises  were  made  and 
7  informal  notices  were  served  outlining  the  provisions  of  the  Act  which 
were  not  being  complied  with. 

No  application  for  exemption  under  the  Act  were  received. 

The  following  table  gives  the  details  of  the  types  of  premises  registered, 
number  of  persons  employed  and  the  number  of  inspections  made  during 
the  year. 


REGISTRATIONS  AND  GENERAL  INSPECTIONS 


(1) 

Class  of  premises 

(2) 

Number  of 
premises 
registered 
during  the 
year 

(3) 

Total 
number  of 
registered 
premises  at 
end  of  year 

(4) 

Number  of 
registered 
premises 
receiving  a 
general 
inspection 
during  the 
year 

Offices 

12 

12 

1 

Retail  shops 

54 

54 

33 

Wholesale  shops,  warehouses 

Nil 

Nil 

Nil 

Catering  establishments  open  to  the 
public,  canteens 

13 

13 

2 

Fuel  storage  depots 

Nil 

Nil 

Nil 

Totals  ... 

79 

79 

36 

NUMBER  OF  VISITS  OF  ALL  KINDS  BY  INSPECTORS  TO 
REGISTERED  PREMISES  ...  44 
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ANALYSIS  OF  PERSONS  EMPLOYED  IN  REGISTERED 
PREMISES  BY  WORKPLACE 


Class  of  workplace 

Number  of 
persons 
employed 

(1) 

(2) 

Offices 

119 

Retail  shops  ... 

139 

Wholesale  departments,  warehouses 

Nil 

Catering  establishments  open  to  the  public 

68 

Canteens 

Nil 

Fuel  storage  depots  ... 

Nil 

Total  . . . 

326 

Total  Males  . . . 

83 

Total  Females  ... 

243 

(d)  Inspection  and  Supervision  of  Food 

(i)  General 

Routine  inspections  of  foodshops  under  the  Food  Hygiene  Regulations 
are  frequently  made  and  as  a  result  of  this  supervision  a  reasonable 
standard  of  food  hygiene  is  maintained. 

Two  complaints  of  contamination  of  foodstuffs  were  investigated, 
one  was  a  mouldy  meat  pie  and  in  the  other  case  a  person  alleged  that 
there  was  a  splinter  of  glass  in  a  packet  of  Kelloggs  Sugar  Smacks.  Each 
case  was  thoroughly  investigated  and  from  the  information  obtained 
it  was  considered  there  was  insufficient  evidence  for  legal  action  to  be 
taken. 

From  information  received  from  the  Chief  Medical  Officer,  Ministry 
of  Health,  of  an  epidemic  of  Typhoid  Fever  in  Aberdeen  an  immediate 
check  on  all  supplies  of  corned  beef  in  food  shops  in  the  district  was 
undertaken  but  no  suspected  6  lb.  tins  of  corned  beef,  bearing  certain 
identification  letters  and  numbers,  from  South  America  were  discovered. 

In  addition  to  this  all  headmasters  of  schools  were  circularised  to 
ascertain  if  any  food-handler  employed  at  their  schools  had  recently 
visited  that  city. 

(ii)  Food  and  Drugs  Act,  1955 

The  following  premises  are  registered  under  the  Act  as  being  concerned 


with  the  manufacture,  storage  and  sale  of  food : — 

Ice-Cream  Manufacturers  ...  ...  ...  ...  2 

Ice-Cream  Storage  and  Sale  ...  ...  ...  38 

Sausage,  Potted  Meats  and  Preserved  Food 

manufacturers  ...  ...  ...  ...  10 

Fried  Fish  ...  ...  ...  ...  ...  ...  7 


57 
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types  of  food  premises 

.  2 

.  4 

.  50 

.  10 

.  2 

.  12 

32(4  Off-licence 

- &  5  Clubs) 

112 

(iii)  Milk  (Special  Designation)  Regulations,  1960 

During  the  year  34  samples  of  milk  were  taken  by  the  County  Health 
Department  from  retailers  operating  in  the  district  and  all  except  2, 
one  T.T.  untreated  and  one  T.T.  pasteurised,  proved  to  be  satisfactory. 


No.  of 
Samples 
Taken 

TEST  RESULTS 

M.B. 

Phos. 

Turb. 

Bio. 

Pass 

Fail 

Pass 

Fail 

Pass 

Fail 

Pass 

Fail 

T.T. 

Untreated  ... 

3 

2 

1 

— 

— 

— 

— 

— 

— 

T.T.  Pasteurised 

34 

33 

1 

34 

— 

— 

— 

— 

— 

Sterilised 

5 

— 

— 

— 

— 

5 

— 

— 

— 

In  addition  there  are  the  following 

Bakehouses 

Catering,  Cafes,  etc.  ... 

General  Dealers 

Confectioners 

Greengrocers 

Meat  Shops  ... 

Licensed  Premises 


(iv)  Ice-Cream  (Heat  Treatment)  Regulations,  1947-48 

Two  establishments  manufacture  ice-cream  which  is  sold  exclusively 
through  their  retail  business.  During  the  year  two  samples  of  ice-cream 
were  taken  ,one  from  each  manufacturer,  and  both  proved  to  be  grade  1 . 

(v)  Meat  and  Other  Foods.  Slaughterhouse  Act,  1958 

There  are  four  slaughterhouses  operating  in  the  district.  In  his  routine 
visits  the  Veterinary  Officer  of  the  Ministry  of  Agriculture,  Fisheries 
and  Food  reported  the  conditions  he  found  as  satisfactory. 

Due  to  the  distance,  it  is  not  always  practicable  to  be  present  at  the 
actual  time  of  slaughter,  but  all  carcases  and  organs  are  inspected  at 
each  visit. 

Condemned  meat  is  stained  and  disposed  of  under  our  supervision. 

There  were  18  slaughtermen  on  the  register  at  the  31st  December,  1964. 

(vi)  The  Meat  Inspection  Regulations  1963 

For  many  years  past  a  100%  meat  inspection  has  been  carried  out  in 
this  district,  and  carcases  and  offal  of  all  animals  slaughtered  for  human 
consumption  are  not  removed  from  the  place  of  slaughter  until  they 
have  been  inspected.  All  carcases,  if  passed  as  fit  for  human  consumption, 
are  now  marked  with  the  official  stamp  identifying  the  inspector  by  whom 
the  inspection  was  made  in  accordance  with  the  provisions  of  these 
regulations.  The  owners  of  the  four  slaughterhouses  have  submitted 
schedules,  and  received  approval,  of  regular  times  for  the  slaughtering 
of  their  animals. 

No  charges  are  made  for  meat  inspections. 
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Other  foodstuffs  condemned  as  unfit  for  human  consumption  are 
listed  below: — 

Commodity  Amount 


Apricots 

6 

Tins 

Apples 

3 

Baked  Beans 

7 

Beefburger  and  Onion 

1 

Tin 

Bilberries 

1 

Blackcurrants 

6 

Tins 

Butter 

1 

Lb. 

Carrots 

1 

Tin 

Cheese  Slices 

8 

Pkts. 

Cheese  Spread 

1 

Jar 

Chicken  Soup 

2 

Tins 

Corned  Beef 

11 

Evaporated  Milk 

1 

tin 

Fruit  Salad 

4 

Tins 

Ham 

17 

n 

Honey 

1 

Jar 

Lentil  Soup 

1 

Tin 

Loganberries 

4 

Tins 

Mandarin  Oranges 

4 

Minced  Beef 

4 

Minced  Steak 

5 

Minced  Pork 

2 

Mushroom  Soup 

1 

Tin 

Orange  Juice 

1 

»> 

Oxtail  Soup 

1 

,, 

Peaches 

12 

Tins 

Pears 

13 

Peas 

3 

Peas  Pudding 

1 

tin 

Pineapples 

3 

Tins 

Pork 

14 

Raspberries 

2 

,, 

Salmon 

2 

Spaghetti 

1 

Tin 

Strawberries 

1 

Tomatoes 

10 

Tins 

Tomato  Soup 

1 

Tin 

Tongue 

4 

Tins 

(e)  Prevalence  of,  and  Control  over,  Infectious  and  Other  Diseases 

There  was  a  decrease  in  the  number  of  confirmed  cases  in  the  year — 
there  being  66  as  compared  with  567  in  1963,  when  there  was  a  measles 
epidemic. 

For  analysis  of  notified  and  confirmed  cases  of  notifiable  diseases  see 
Appendix  ‘B’. 

During  the  year,  all  infectious  diseases  needing  hospitalisation  were 
admitted  to  Chester-le-Street  Infectious  Diseases  Hospital. 

Laboratory  Facilities 

These  continue  to  be  provided  by  the  Public  Health  Laboratory 
Service  at  the  General  Hospital,  Westgate  Road,  Newcastle  upon  Tyne. 

This  public  health  service  is  free  within  the  National  Health  Service 
and  is  designed  to  assist  all  concerned  in  the  diagnosis,  prevention  and 
control  of  infection. 
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Specimens  may  be  submitted  by  doctors,  veterinarians,  dentists, 
persons  acting  on  behalf  of  medical  officers  of  health  such  as  public 
health  inspectors  and  health  visitors,  or  by  representatives  of  official 
bodies.  Specimens  cannot  be  accepted  from  private  persons. 

Routine  specimens  examined  fall  under  two  main  headings,  (a)  medical 
specimens  and  (b)  sanitary  specimens  from  local  or  food  authorities  or, 
by  arrangement,  from  commercial  undertakings. 

The  following  vaccine  and  antisera  are  issued  by  the  Public  Health 
Laboratory,  Newcastle. 

Smallpox  vaccine  ...  ...  ...  ...  Issued  to  individual  doctors. 

Gamma  Globulin  ...  ...  ...  ...  ...  ,,  ,,  ,,  ,, 

Antivaccinial  Gamma  Globulin  ...  ...  ,,  ,,  ,,  ,, 

Rabies  vaccine  and  antiserum  ...  ...  ...  „  ,,  ,, 

Typhus  vaccine  ...  ...  ...  ...  ...  ,,  ,,  ,, 


Note: 

Therapeutic  sera  or  antitoxins  are  not  issued  but  may  be  obtained 
from  certain  hospitals. 

Diphtheria,  pertussis,  poliomyelitis  and  tetanus  vaccines  may  be 
obtained  through  the  local  health  authority — Durham  County  Council. 

TAB  and  other  vaccines  may  be  obtained  from  retail  pharmaceutical 
chemists. 


Yellow  fever  vaccination  is  done  only  at  centres  designated  by  the 
Ministry  of  Health,  the  local  centre  being  at  the  Central  School  Clinic, 
12-18  City  Road,  Newcastle  upon  Tyne,  1 — Telephone,  Newcastle  25609. 

There  is  one  known  paratyphoid  carrier  in  the  district. 


The  numbers  of  specimens  sent  for  examination  during  the  past  ten 
years  are  as  follows : — 


Specimens 


Year 

Submitted 

Positive 

1955 

317 

115 

1956 

250 

65 

1957 

57 

30 

1958 

79 

17 

1959 

69 

43 

1960 

54 

22 

1961 

12 

2 

1962 

32 

10 

1963 

39 

10 

1964 

29 

5 
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The  following  table  gives  particulars  of  specimens  sent  in  by  the 
health  department  and  the  medical  practitioners  in  the  area  for  exam¬ 
ination  during  the  year: — 


No.  of 
Specimens 
Submitted 

Positive 

Blood  (Serological  Examinations) 

(a) 

Enteric  Fever 

— 

— 

(b) 

Other  Organisms  ... 

— 

— 

Faeces  . 

27 

— 

(a) 

Enteric  Fever 

— 

— 

(b) 

Dysentery  ... 

— 

— 

(c) 

Food  Poisoning 

— 

3 

(d) 

Other  Organisms  ... 

— 

— 

Urine 

(a) 

Enteric  Fever 

— 

— 

(b) 

Other  Organisms  ... 

— 

— 

Swabs  (Ear,  Nasal,  Throat,  Sewer  and  River) 

(a) 

Diphtheria  ... 

— 

— 

(b) 

Haemolytic  Streptococci  ... 

— 

— 

(c) 

Paratyphoid 

— 

— 

Sputum  for  Tuberculosis  . 

2 

2 

Totals  ... 

29 

5 

Notifiable  Diseases  reported  during  the  Year  1964 

The  following  table  gives  particulars  of  the  incidence  of  notifiable 
diseases  (other  than  Tuberculosis)  in  the  Area  during  the  year: — 


Disease 

Total 
No.  of 
Cases 
Notified 

Total 

No.  of 
Cases 
Confirmed 

Cases 

admitted 

to 

Hospital 

Total 

Deaths 

Scarlet  Fever 

16 

16 

_ 

— 

Whooping  Cough 

19 

19 

— 

— 

Measles 

20 

20 

— 

— 

Dysentery 

2 

1 

— 

s 

Pneumonia 

3 

3 

— 

— 

Food  Poisoning 

4 

3 

2 

1 

Totals  . . . 

64 

62 

2 

1 

Scarlet  Fever.  There  were  16  cases  notified  as  compared  with  6  last 
year.  The  infections  were  mild  in  type  and  no  cases  were  admitted  to 
hospital. 

Measles.  There  were  20  cases  of  measles  notified  as  compared  with  330 
in  the  previous  year.  This  conforms  to  the  usual  pattern  of  the  two-yearly 
epidemic. 

Whooping  Cough.  There  were  19  cases  notified  as  compared  with  11 
in  the  previous  year.  There  were  no  cases  admitted  to  hospital  and  no 
deaths.  The  increase  in  the  incidence  emphasizes  the  importance  of 
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immunisation  for  whooping  cough  which  can  still  be  a  lethal  disease  in 
infancy.  Every  effort  should  be  made  to  protect  the  young  infant  from 
infection  by 

(a)  commencing  immunisation  early,  at  2-3  months  and 

(b)  ensuring  that  all  other  children  in  the  family  are  fully  pro¬ 
tected,  not  only  by  a  full  course  of  immunisation  in  infancy 
but  also  by  a  booster  dose  at  18  months. 

In  England  and  Wales  during  1964,  44  infants  died  from  whooping 
cough. 

Food  Poisoning.  There  were  4  cases  of  food  poisoning  notified  and  3 
confirmed,  2  of  these  were  severe  infections  with  Salmonella  typhimurium 
and  both  women  infected  were  extremely  ill  and  were  treated  in  hospital 
One  was  a  food  handler  aged  58  years  who  after  a  month’s  treatment  in 
hospital  made  a  good  recovery  but  the  other  one,  a  teacher  aged  61  years 
died.  These  cases  were  included  in  an  outbreak  arising  from  school 
meals  outside  this  district.  Although  it  was  not  possible  to  prove  which 
food  was  responsible  for  the  outbreak,  it  was  presumed  to  be  cold  pork 
cooked  on  the  previous  day  in  a  central  kitchen  supplying  meals  to  10 
schools  in  the  area. 

There  was  1  further  case  of  food  poisoning  confirmed,  an  isolated  case 
due  to  salmonella  glostrup. 

Dysentery.  Two  cases  of  dysentery  were  notified  during  the  year,  1 
was  due  to  the  infecting  organism  Shigella  Sonnei  and  1  proved  to  be 
a  case  of  food  poisoning  caused  by  Salmonella  typhimurium. 

Poliomyelitis.  For  the  third  year  in  succession  there  were  no  cases  of 
poliomyelitis.  Nevertheless,  it  is  important  to  continue  keeping  the  vaccin¬ 
ation  rate  high,  particularly  amongst  the  young  children,  to  prevent  a 
recurrence  of  poliomyelitis  outbreaks.  In  some  countries  where  vaccin¬ 
ation  against  poliomyelitis  has  been  made  compulsory,  the  disease  has 
been  completely  eradicated,  but  in  this  country  where  there  is  freedom 
of  choice  there  are  still  cases  of  poliomyelitis  occurring,  but  because 
they  are  relatively  few,  parents  tend  to  become  complacent  and  omit 
to  have  their  children  vaccinated.  The  oral  vaccine  has  made  vaccin¬ 
ation  so  easy  that  it  should  be  possible  to  have  all  infants  vaccinated. 

Vaccination  against  this  disease  continued  during  the  year  and  by  the 
end  of  the  year  the  vaccination  state  for  the  Rural  District  was  as  follows : 


No.  of  persons  who  have  received  1  dose  of  oral  vaccine  ...  ...  ...  57 

No.  of  persons  who  have  received  2  doses  of  oral  vaccine  ...  ...  20 

No.  of  persons  who  have  received  3  doses  of  oral  vaccine  ...  ...  862 

No.  of  persons  who  have  received  4  doses  of  oral  vaccine  ...  ...  2 

No.  of  persons  who  have  received  2  injections  of  Salk  vaccine  ...  ...  501 

No.  of  persons  who  have  received  3  injections  of  Salk  vaccine  ...  ...  2,57g 

No.  of  persons  who  have  received  a  3rd  dose  of  oral  vaccine  after  2  Salk 

injections  ...  ...  ...  ...  ...  ...  ...  ...  382 

No.  of  persons  who  have  received  a  4th  dose  of  oral  vaccine  after  3  Salk 

injections,  or  2  Salk  and  1  oral  ...  ...  ...  ...  ...  426 

No.  of  persons  who  have  received  4  injections  of  Salk  vaccine  ...  ...  455 


These  figures  include  those  vaccinated  by  general  medical  practitioners 
in  their  surgeries. 
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Diphtheria.  No  cases  of  this  disease  were  notified.  The  last  case  in  the 
district  occurred  in  1949  and  the  last  death  in  1944.  Nevertheless,  this 
position  has  been  achieved  by  immunisation  and  in  order  to  maintain 
protection  against  the  disease,  it  is  important  for  all  children  to  be 
immunised  in  infancy  and  for  booster  doses  to  be  given  at  the  age  of  18 
months,  5  years  and  9  years.  The  percentage  of  children  under  5  years 
and  in  the  age  group  5-15  years  immunised  against  diphtheria  is  51.11 
and  96.45  respectively,  as  comparred  with  53.7  and  63.8  for  the  county. 


The  total  number  (all  age  groups)  immunised  during  the  year  was  as 
follows : — ■ 

Primary  injections  ...  ...  ...  160 

Boosters  ...  ...  ...  ...  80 

Diphtheria  Notification  Rates  (per  1,000  population)  and  number  of 
Deaths  from  Diphtheria  are  as  follows : — 


Year 

No.  of 
Confirmed 
Notifications 

°f 

Diphtheria 

Notification 
Rate  per 
1,000 

Population 

No.  of 
Deaths  from 
Diphtheria 

1934 

63 

1.9 

8 

1935 

48 

1.4 

10 

1936 

66 

2.5 

5 

1937 

91 

5.8 

12 

1938 

60 

3.8 

4 

1939 

7 

0.45 

— 

1940 

5 

0.33 

— 

1941 

12 

0.8 

— 

1942 

10 

0.7 

— 

1943 

14 

0.96 

— 

1944 

11 

0.8 

1 

1945 

3 

0.2 

— 

1946 

5 

0.3 

— 

1947 

1 

0.06 

— 

1948 

— 

0.00 

— 

1949 

1 

0.06 

— 

to 

1964 

NoneConfirmed 

Smallpox.  The  number  of  infants  under  2  years  vaccinated  during 
the  year  was  52. 

The  following  gives  particulars  of  primary  vaccinations  and  re-vaccin- 
ations  in  various  age  groups  carried  out  during  the  year : — 


Age 

Primary 

Vaccinations 

Revaccinations 

Under  1  year 

12 

0 

1  year 

40 

0 

2-4  years 

8 

0 

5-14  years 

1 

0 

15  and  over  ... 

29 

28 

90 

28 

Tuberculosis.  There  was  4  cases  of  tuberculosis  confirmed  compared 
with  5  in  the  previous  year.  Unfortunately  there  was  an  increase  in  the 
number  of  deaths,  there  being  3  this  year  compared  with  no  deaths  the 
previous  year. 

The  scheme  for  offering  B.C.G.  to  children  was  continued  during  the 
year  and  all  children  of  11  years  and  upwards  were  eligible  for  vaccination. 


During  the  year  vaccination  sessions  were  carried  out  at  5  schools 
and  all  eligible  children  whose  parents  had  given  consent  were  vaccinated. 


The  scheme  for  the  tuberculin  testing  of  school  entrants,  started  in 
1963,  was  continued  during  the  year.  A  tuberculin  test  is  included  as 
part  of  the  first  medical  examination  at  school,  the  test  being  carried 
out  by  the  health  visitor  a  week  before  it  is  read  by  the  school  medical 
officer  at  the  medical  examination.  Positive  reactors  are  referred  to  the 
Chest  Clinic  for  investigation  and  contacts  of  all  tuberculosis  positive 
cases  are  investigated. 

1 .  Statistics 

(a)  Number  of  new  cases  notified  since  1st 
January,  1964  : — 

Non- 

Pulmonary  Pulmonary 

Total 

Males 

1 

— 

1 

Females 

2 

1 

3 

Totals  ... 

3 

1 

4 

(b)  Number  of  deaths  Registered: — 

Males 

2 

— 

2 

Females 

1 

— 

1 

Totals  . . . 

3 

— 

3 

(c)  Number  of  cases  on  Tuberculosis  Register 
at  the  31st  December,  1964: —  ... 

Males 

36 

17 

53 

Females 

42 

22 

64 

Totals  . . . 

78 

39 

117 

25 


Age  distribution  of  new  cases  and  deaths  are  as  follows : — 


Cases 

Deaths 

Age 

Period 

Non- 

Non- 

Pulmonary 

Pulmonary 

Pulmonary 

Pulmonary 

Years 

0—4 

5—10 

11—15 

M 

F 

M 

F 

M 

F 

M 

F 

— 

— 

— 

— 

— 

— 

— 

— 

16 — 20 
21—25 
26—30 

— 

1 

1 

— 

— 

— 

— 

— 

— 

31—35 

36—40 

41—45 

— 

— 

— 

— 

— 

— 

jS  1 

— 

46—50 

51—55 

56—60 

1 

— 

— 

1 

— 

— 

— 

61—65 

— 

— 

— 

— 

1 

— 

— 

— 

66—70 

— 

— 

— 

— 

1 

— 

— 

— 

71—75 

76—80 

81  and  over 

— 

— 

— 

— 

— 

1 

— 

— 

1 

2 

— 

1 

2 

1 

— 

j  4  , 

t 

, 

3 

1 

3 

J 

4 

3 

Number  and  rate  per  1,000  population  of  notifications  and  deaths  over 
the  last  20  years : — 


Year 

No.  of 
Notifications 

Rate  per 
1,000  pop. 

No.  of 
Deaths 

Rate  per 

1,000  pop. 

1945 

24 

1.714 

7 

0.50 

1946 

13 

0.897 

4 

0.27 

1947 

21 

1.441 

4 

0.27 

1948 

20 

1.306 

8 

0.52 

1949 

15 

0.997 

4 

0.39 

1950 

20 

1.304 

9 

0.57 

1951 

36 

2.349 

2 

0.13 

1952 

18 

1.182 

3 

0.19 

1953 

14 

0.921 

2 

0.13 

1954 

12 

0.788 

1 

0.06 

1955 

13 

0.865 

— 

— 

1956 

9 

0.599 

2 

0.13 

1957 

5 

0.332 

1 

0.06 

1958 

4 

0.265 

1 

0.06 

1959 

7 

0.462 

5 

0.33 

1960 

2 

0.131 

3 

0.19 

1961 

4 

0.274 

1 

0.08 

1962 

5 

0.342 

1 

0.068 

1963 

5 

0.347 

— 

— 

1964 

4 

0.277 

3 

0.208 

26 


Tuberculosis  Services  in  the  Area 

(i)  At  the  chest  clinic  at  Villa  Real  there  are  special  sessions  for 
contacts  of  known  cases  of  tuberculosis. 

(ii)  Those  needing  hospital  treatment  are  admitted  to  Maiden  Law 
Hospital  and  the  few  needing  thoracic  surgery  are  transferred  to 
Shotley  Bridge  General  Hospital. 

(iii)  There  were  117  patients  on  the  tuberculosis  register  at  the  end 
of  the  year.  Most  cases  of  pulmonary  tuberculosis  are  registered  by  the 
Ministry  of  Labour  as  disabled  persons  and  each  patient  is  assessed  at 
the  Chest  Clinic  before  returning  to  work.  There  is  close  co-operation 
between  the  Chest  Physician  and  the  Disablement  Resettlement  Officer, 
and  if  thought  suitable  a  course  of  industrial  rehabilitation  at  the  Felling 
Unit  is  arranged  and  some  patients  are  referred  to  Finchale  Abbey  Train¬ 
ing  Centre  for  further  training. 

(iv)  The  vaccination  of  school  children  and  young  adults  with 
B.C.G.  was  carried  out  in  the  schools  during  the  month  of  December. 
Altogether  242  children  and  young  adults  attending  5  schools  and  an 
adult  training  centre  were  tuberculin  tested  and  211  were  given  B.C.G. 
vaccine.  (See  details  below  .) 


B.C.G.  VACCINATION  OF  ELIGIBLE  SCHOOL-CHILDREN 
IN  THE  LANCHESTER  RURAL  DISTRICT  DECEMBER, 1964 


(1) 

School 

(2) 

Consents 

(3) 

Given  Skin 
Test 

(a)  (b) 

(4) 

Positive 
Reactors 
(a)  (b) 

(5) 

Negative 
Reactors 
given  B.C.G. 
(a)  (b) 

(6) 

No.  absent 
at  time  of 
Readings 

(7) 

Neg.  Reactors 
not  vaccina’d 
for  Medical 
Reasons 

No. 

0/ 

/o 

No. 

% 

No. 

0/ 

/o 

Lanchester/Burnhope 

Modern 

35 

32 

96.97 

5 

15.63 

25 

78.13 

1 

1 

Lanchester  K.C. 

11 

11 

100.00 

1 

9.09 

10 

90.91 

— 

— 

Langley  Park  Modern 

52 

51 

98.08 

2 

3.92 

45 

88.24 

3 

1 

Lanchester  Grammar/ 

Technical  ... 

103 

100 

97.09 

2 

2.00 

93 

93.00 

4 

1 

Totals  . 

199 

194 

97.49 

10 

5.15 

173 

89.18 

8 

3 

U  shaw  College 

32 

31 

96.88 

4 

12.90 

27 

87.10 

Lanchester  Adult 

Training  Centre  . . 

18 

17 

94.44 

4 

23.53 

11 

64.71 

1 

1 

Notes:  Column  3(b)  gives  %  of  acceptors  given  skin  tests. 

The  Heaf  Multiple  Puncture  Skin  Tuberculin  Test  was  used.  B.C.G.  was 
given  in  (loses  of  0.1ml.  intra-dermally. 


It  will  be  noted  that  5.15%  of  those  given  a  Tuberculin  test  were  found 
to  be  positive  as  compared  with  5.5%  in  1963,  12.35%  in  1962,  27.54% 
in  1961,  35.11%  in  November,  1960  and  19.37%  in  January,  1960,  in  the 
Lanchester  Schools. 


In  December,  1964,  89.18%  were  Tuberculin  Negative,  in  the  5  schools. 
28  Consents  were  received  from  Children  who  had  previously  been  vacc¬ 
inated  with  B.C.G.  All  were  given  skin  tests  and  found  to  be  positive 
reactors. 
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B.  Local  Health  Authority  Services 
(a)  Clinics 

(i)  Birth  Control 

Clinics  for  the  above  are  held  in  the  Maternity  and  Child  Welfare 
Centre,  Wetherall  House,  Medomsley  Road,  Consett,  on  alternate 
Tuesday  mornings. 

(ii)  Maternity  and  Child  Welfare 

Clinics  for  the  above  are  held  as  follows : — 

Wesleyan  Methodist  Schoolroom,  Langley  Park  —  alternate  Thursday 
afternoons. 

Parish  Hall,  Lanchester — alternate  Monday  afternoons. 

Social  Service  Hut,  Buenhope — alternate  Thursday  mornings. 

The  Clinic,  10  Wood  View,  Esh  Winning — alternate  Wednesdays. 

(iii)  Immunisation  and  Vaccination 
This  has  been  carried  out  at: — 

(a)  Maternity  and  Child  Welfare  Clinics  throughout  the  area; 

(b)  By  General  Medical  Practitioners  by  personal  arrangement  with  parents. 

When  a  child  reaches  the  age  of  three  months  propaganda  material 
is  sent  through  the  post  to  all  parents.  Details  of  facilities  together  with 
the  consent  forms  for  smallpox  vaccination;  diphtheria,  whooping  cough 
and  Tetanus  immunisation  are  enclosed  with  this  literature.  When  a  child 
reaches  the  age  of  twelve  months  and  4  years  9  months,  further  propa¬ 
ganda  pamphlets  regarding  diphtheria  immunisation  are  sent. 

SCHEDULE  OF  VACCINATION  AND  IMMUNISATION 


The  following  is  the  schedule  of  Vaccination  and  Immunisation  in 
use  in  the  county. 


Age 

Vaccine 

Interval 

3rd  month  ... 

4th  month  ... 

Triple  (diphtheria,  tetanus,  and  pertussis)  (lst)"'| 
Triple  (diphtheria,  tetanus,  and  pertussis  (2nd)  y 

4  weeks 

5th  month  ... 

6th  month  ... 

7th  month  ... 

Triple  (diphtheria,  tetanus,  and  pertussis)  (3rd)  J 
Poliomyelitis  oral  ...  ...  ...  ...  (1st)  | 

Poliomyelitis  oral  ...  ...  ...  ...  (2nd)  )• 

4  weeks 

8th  month  ... 

12th — 24th  month  ... 
18th  month  ... 

5th  year 

9th  year 

11th  year 

Poliomyelitis  oral  ...  ...  ...  ...  (3rd)J 

Smallpox  vaccination 

Triple  (diphtheria  tetanus,  and  pertussis) 

1st  booster 

Diphtheria  and  tetanus  ...  ...  2nd  booster 

Poliomyelitis  oral  ...  ...  ...  1st  booster 

Diphtheria  and  tetanus  ...  ...  3rd  booster 

Smallpox  (re-vaccination) 

B.C.G.  (tuberculosis  vaccine) 

Particulars  of  Immunisation  and  Vaccination  during  1964 


Tetnus 
Diphtheria 
Whooping  Cough 

Poliomyelitis 

Smallpox 

Diphtheria 

Whoopin 

g  Cough 

Primary 

Booster 

B.C.G. 

Vac¬ 

cinated 

Re-Vac 

cinated 

Primary 

Booster 

Primary 

Booster 

Primary 

Booster 

3  dozes  of 
Oral  Vacc. 

4th 

Vac¬ 

cination 

90 

28 

160 

80 

155 

52 

162 

69 

150 

24 

211 

28 


(b)  Nursing  in  the  Home  and  Midwifery  Services 

(i)  Midwifery 

During  the  year  257  live  and  still  births  were  assigned  to  the  area. 
80.5  per  cent,  occurred  in  hospital  and  19.5  per  cent,  at  home  and  of 
these  8  were  in  the  presence  of  a  doctor.  There  were  5  still  births  and  2 
deaths  in  the  first  week  of  life  and  no  maternal  deaths. 

There  is  one  County  Midwife  who  owns  a  car  and  is  authorised  to  use 
it  in  the  course  of  her  official  duties. 

All  midwives  are  trained  in  the  use  of  and  possess  apparatus  for  gas 
and  air  analgesia.  38  per  cent,  of  the  domiciliary  cases  were  given  gas 
and  air  and  50  per  cent,  were  given  pethidine. 

(ii)  Domiciliary  Nursing 

A  total  of  5,184  home  visits  were  made  by  the  domiciliary  nurses 
during  the  year,  1,422  (27  per  cent.)  of  which  were  made  to  patients 
over  the  age  of  65  years. 

The  following  is  an  analysis  of  these  visits  and  the  types  of  cases 
nursed : — 


Age  Groups  |  Classification 


0—5 

yrs. 

5—65 

yrs. 

65  + 
yrs. 

Medical 

Surgical 

Infec¬ 

tious 

Diseases 

Tuber¬ 

culosis 

Maternal 

Compli¬ 

cations 

Injec¬ 

tions 

only 

Other* 

New 

Cases 

5 

51 

59 

81 

27 

— 

6 

1 

— 

— 

Visits 

54 

3,708 

1,422 

2,865 

607 

— 

240 

16 

1,364 

92 

(c)  Health  Visitor  Service 

There  are  two  health  visitors  in  the  Lanchester  Rural  District,  the 
following  domiciliary  visits  being  made  during  the  year : — 


Maternity  and  Child  Welfare 

2,847 

Tuberculosis 

134 

Mental  Deficiency 

110 

Schools  ... 

119 

General  Health  ... 

102 

Aged  People 

273 

(d)  Ambulance  Service 

The  needs  of  the  Rural  District  are  served  jointly  by  the  County 
Ambulance  depots  situated  at  Villa  Real,  Consett  and  East  Street, 
Stanley,  details  of  the  establishment  of  personnel  and  vehicles  at  each 
being  as  follows : — 

Consett  Stanley 

Driver  Attendants  ...  12  28 

Ambulances  ...  ...  6  9 

From  the  Consett  Depot  the  service  operates  as  follows : — 

Monday  and  Tuesday  8  a.m.  to  8  p.m. 

Wednesday  and  Thursday  8  a.m.  to  9  p.m. 

Friday  and  Saturday  8  a.m.  to  12  p.m. 

Sunday  4  p.m.  to  12  p.m. 
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The  Stanley  Depot  provides  a  24  hour  service  acting  as  a  reception 
point  for  calls  arising  in  the  North-West  portion  of  the  County  and  being 
responsible  for  the  emergency  service  in  the  whole  of  the  area,  besides 
having  capacity  to  handle  out-patients  from  the  Stanley  area  attending 
hospitals  for  examination  and  treatment.  Both  depots  function  under  the 
overall  supervision  of  the  Central  Control  at  Durham,  Stanley  being 
linked  by  a  direct  telephone  line.  An  additional  measure  of  control  is 
achieved  by  having  radio  installed  on  one  vehicle  at  Consett  and  three 
vehicles  at  Stanley. 

To  further  improve  co-ordination  in  the  area  a  liaison  officer  operates 
at  the  Shot-ley  Bridge  General  Hospital. 

The  following  tables  give  details  of  the  work  undertaken  by  both 
depots  during  the  year  1964  but  it  is  not  possible  to  indicate  the  propor¬ 
tion  relating  to  patients  residing  in  the  Rural  District.  It  should  be  noted 
that  other  depots,  particularly  Durham,  are  frequent-^  involved  in  moving 
cases  into  or  out  of  the  area. 


Patients  Carried 

Mileage 

Covered 

Depot 

Journeys 

Stretcher 

Sitting 

Total 

Consett 

3,615 

2,265 

22,146 

24,411 

123,791 

Stanley 

7,628 

4,808 

21,721 

26,529 

213,769 

(e)  Domestic  Help  Service 

At  the  beginning  of  January,  1964,  92  cases  in  this  district  were  being 
served  by  a  Home  Help.  There  were  51  new  cases  during  the  year  and  of 
the  143  receiving  the  service,  133  (93%)  were  chronic  sick,  aged  and 
infirm.  At  the  end  of  the  year  there  were  105  cases  in  the  area,  38  cases 
having  been  terminated  during  the  year. 

(f)  Mental  Health  Services 

Occupation  Centre  for  Mentally  Handicapped  Children. 

The  Villa  Real  Centre  has  continued  to  be  used  for  mentally  defective 
children  excluded  from  school  under  Section  57  of  the  Education  Act, 
1944.  Seventeen  males  up  to  the  age  of  16  years,  12  females  under  21 
and  3  females  over  21  from  the  North-West  of  Durham  travel  daily  to 
this  Centre.  The  Education  Department  arrange  for  the  provision  of 
school  meals  and  free  milk  for  these  pupils  and  for  transport  to  and  from 
the  Centre. 

(g)  Local  Health  Authority  Hostel  Accommodation 

Admission  of  those  needing  care  and  attention  to  local  health 
authority  hostels  is  arranged  directly  with  the  County  health  department, 
but  cases  requiring  urgent  attention  are  often  referred  by  their  own 
doctor  to  the  local  health  department. 

During  the  year  4  people  were  admitted  to  Residential  Accommo¬ 
dation  as  follows : — 

Lee  Hill  Hospital  (Part  III)  ...  ...  1 

Other  Hostels  ...  ...  3 
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(h)  Voluntary  Services-Co-ordinating  Committee 

The  local  co-orclinating  committee  for  this  area  (i.e.  Stanley,  Consett 
and  Lanchester)  operated  during  the  year  and  representatives  from  the 
voluntary  organisations  were  present. There  is  also  a  central  co-ordin¬ 
ating  committee  for  the  County  under  the  chairmanship  of  the  County 
Medical  Officer,  at  which  the  chairmen  of  the  local  committees  (Medical 
Officers  of  Health)  attend.  These  committees  serve  a  useful  purpose  in 
co-ordinating  the  voluntary  services  and  integrating  them  with  the 
statutory  services. 

C.  Hospital  Services  and  General  Medical  Practitioner  Service 

The  Local  Hospital  Services  are  administered  by  the  North-West 
Durham  Hospital  Management  Committee  on  behalf  of  the  Newcastle 
Regional  Hospital  Board.  The  Secretary  has  kindly  provided  the 
following  information  on  the  Hospitals  and  Clinics  serving  this  Area. 

Maiden  Law  Hospital 

The  114  beds  at  this  hospital  are  allocated  as  follows: — 


Ear,  Nose  and  Throat 

30 

Chest  Unit  (Tuberculosis) 

60 

Orthopaedic  ... 

24 

114 

Lee  Hill  Hospital 

This  hospital,  with  a  complement  of  307  beds  (56  of  which  are  used 
as  Part  III  accommodation  for  the  County  Council)  and  a  Medical 
Out-patients’  Department,  deals  with  the  Chronic  Sick  and  includes  a 
section  for  Orthopaedic  Tuberculosis  cases. 

Bed  allocation  is  as  follows : — 


Psychiatric 

44 

Chronic  Sick 

201 

Part  III  Accommodation 

56 

Total  ... 

301 

Shotley  Bridge  Hospital 

Out-patient  facilities  for  all  the  Specialities  exist  at  this  hospital. 


The  529  beds  are  allocated  as  follows : — 

Surgical  ...  ...  ...  ...  ...  105 

Medical  ...  ...  ...  ...  ...  100 

Gynaecological  ...  ...  ...  ...  44 

Orthopaedic  ...  ...  ...  ...  67 

Peadiatrics  ...  ...  ...  ...  4 

Thoracic  Surgery  ...  ...  ...  114 

Radiotherapy  ...  ...  ...  ...  50 

Plastic  Surgery  ...  ...  ...  ...  45 

Total  . . .  529 

Richard  Murray  Hospital 

Maternity  ...  ...  ...  ...  28 

Special  Care  Baby  Cots  ...  ...  12 

Total  ...  40 
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South  Moor  Hospital 

Orthopaedic  ...  ...  ...  ...  22 

General  Surgery  ...  ...  ...  16 

Total  ...  38 

(A  large  number  of  General  Medical,  Surgical  and  Gynaecological 
cases  from  the  Langley  Park  area  also  drain  to  Dryburn  Hospital.) 


Chest  Clinic,  Villa  Real 

This  clinic  provides  a  full  chest 
resettlement  sessions  as  follows : — 

clinic  service,  including  B.C.G.  and 

Tuesday  ...  9.15  a.m. 

1.15  p.m. 

Contacts  of  known  cases 

X-ray  session  (Male) 

Wednesday...  9.15  a.m. 

1.15  p.m. 

Males 

X-ray  session  (Female) 

Friday  ...  9.15  a.m. 

2.00  p.m. 

Females 

Children  up  to  16  years  and  B.C.G. 
vaccination  X-ray  session  (expectant 
mothers). 

Venereal  Diseases 

Treatment  and  diagnostic  facilities  are  provided  by  Clinics  outside 
the  Rural  Area  as  follows : — 

Newcastle  General  Hospital,  Westgate  Road,  Newcastle  upon  Tyne. 

Males  and  Females: — 


Monday 

10  a.m.  to  12  noon 

2  p.m.  to  6.30  p.m. 

Tuesday 

10  a.m.  to  12  noon 

Wednesday 

10  a.m.  to  12  noon 

2  p.m.  to  4.30  p.m. 

Thursday 

10  a.m.  to  12  noon 

2  p.m.  to  6.30  p.m. 

Friday 

10  a.m.  to  12  noon 

Saturday 

10  a.m.  to  12  noon 

Durham  County  Hospital,  North  Road.  Durham. 


Females: — 

Monday  and  Thursday 

2  p.m.  to  4  p.m. 

Males : — 

Monday 

4.30  p.m.  to  6  p.m. 

Executive  Committee,  Durham 

This  committee  controls  the  service  under  Part  IV  of  the  National 
Health  Service  Act,  1946 
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APPENDIX  “B” 

Analysis  of  the  Notified  and  Confirmed  cases  of  Notifiable  Diseases  under  Age  Groups  for  1964 
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Name  of  Disease 

Scarlet  Fever 

Whooping  Cough  . . . 

Measles  . 

Dysentery . 

Pneumonia 

Erysipelas . 

Food  Poisoning 

Tuberculosis 

Encephalitis 

Puerperal  Pyrexia 
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APPENDIX  “C” 


FACTORIES  ACT,  1961 
1.  Inspection  of  Factories 


Premises 

Number  of 

Written 

Occupiers 

Inspections 

Notices 

Prosecuted 

Factories 

15 

2 

— 

2.  Defects  found  in  Factories 


Number  of  Defects 

Particulars 

Found 

Remedied 

Referred 
to  H.M. 
Inspector 

Prosecuted 

Nuisances  under  the  Public  Health 
Acts 

Want  of  Cleanliness  ... 

1 

1 

— 

— 

Want  of  Ventilation 

1  - 

1 

— 

— 

Overcrowding 

— 

— 

— 

— 

Want  of  Drainage  of  Floors 

— 

— 

— 

— 

Other  Nuisances 

1 

1 

— 

— 

Sanitary  accommodation: 

(a)  Insufficent 

1 

1 

(b)  Unsuitable  or  defective  ... 

— 

— 

— 

— 

(c)  Not  separate  for  sexes 

— 

— 

— 

— 

Totals  . . . 

4 

4 

— 

— 

3c 


APPENDIX  “D” 

Prevention  of  Damage  by  Pests 


Type  of  Property 

Non- A  gricultural 

(5) 

Agricul¬ 

tural 

(1) 

Local 

Authority 

(2) 

Dwelling 
Houses 
(inc.  Coun'l 
Houses) 

(3) 

All  Other 
(including 
Business 
Premises ) 

(4) 

Total  of 
Cols.  (1) 
(2)  &  (3) 

Number  of  prop¬ 
erties  in  Local 
Authority ’sDistrict 

32 

4,566 

266 

4,864 

243 

Total  number  of 

properties  inspected 

as  a  result  of  noti¬ 
fication 

5 

97 

22 

124 

10 

Number  of  such 
properties  found  to 
be  infested  by : — 

Major 

3 

2 

1 

6 

4 

Minor 

22 

83 

16 

101 

6 

Major 

— 

— 

- 

— 

— 

Minor 

- 

— 

— 

— 

— 

Major 

— 

2 

2 

4 

— 

Minor 

— 

10 

3 

13 

— 

Total  number  of 

properties  inspected 
in  the  course  of 
survey  under  the  Act 

32 

2 

34 

5 

Number  of  such 
properties  found  to 
be  infested  by: — 
Major 

13 

13 

Minor 

19 

2 

— 

21 

5 

Major 

— 

— 

— 

— 

— 

Minor 

— 

— 

— 

— 

— 

Major 

— 

— 

— 

— 

— 

Minor 

— 

— 

— 

— 

Prevention  of  Damage  by  Pests — contd. 


Type  of  Property 

Non-Agricul  tural 

(5) 

Agricul¬ 

tural 

(1) 

Local 

Authority 

(2) 

Dwelling 
Houses 
( inc .  Coun'l 
Houses) 

(3) 

All  Other 
(including 
Business 
Premises) 

(4) 

Total  of 
Cols.  (1) 
(2)  &  (3) 

Total  number  of 
properties  otherwise 
inspected  (e.g.when 
visited  primarily  for 
some  other  purpose) 

215 

215 

Number  of  such 
properties  found  to 
be  infested  by:— 
Major 

Minor 

— 

■-7T  , 

— 

— 

— 

Major 

— 

— 

— 

— 

— 

Minor 

— 

— 

— 

— 

Major 

— 

— 

— 

— 

— 

Minor 

— 

— 

— 

— 

— 

Total  inspections 
carried  out — inclu¬ 
ding  re -inspections 

100 

396 

46 

542 

57 

Number  of  infested 
properties  (in  Sec¬ 
tions  II,  III  &  IV) 
treated  by  the  L.A. 

27 

58 

21 

106 

10 

APPENDIX  “E” 


Location  of  Sewage 
Disposal  Works 
(All  Tank  &  Filter  type) 

Area  Drained 

No.  of  Properties 
Draining  to  Works 

Estimated 

Population 

Houses 

Buildings 

Lanchester 

Lanchester,  Maiden  Law  and 

979 

16 

3,138 

approx,  half  of  Burnhope 

174 

— 

605 

Bumhope 

Approx,  half  Burnhope 

360 

12 

1,262 

Peartree 

Peartree 

25 

— 

89 

Holmside 

Holmside 

41 

— 

109 

Langley  Park 

Langley  Park  and  Esh  Village, 
part  by  gravitation  part  by 
pumping 

1,500 

29 

5.022 

Esh  Winning  vested  in 
Lanchester  R.D.C. 

&  Brandon  U.D.C. 
jointly 

Part  of  Cornsay  Colliery,  Ham- 
steels  New  Estate,  Hamsteels, 
Esh  Colliery,  Property  in  Bran¬ 
don  U.D.C.  area 

614 

10 

2,101 

Hedleyhill  Pit 

Hedleyhill 

11 

— 

38 

East  Hedleyhope 

East  Hedleyhope 

46 

3 

162 

Hedleyhope  Colliery 

Hedleyhope  Colliery 

3 

— 

15 

Cornsay  Village 

Cornsay  Village 

17 

— 

54 

Quebec 

Quebec  and  Wilkes  Hill 

85 

4 

299 

Hollinside 

Hollinside 

21 

— 

78 

Malton 

Malton  Colliery 

11 

2 

38 

Satley 

Satley 

44 

2 

147 

Castleside 

Western  half  of  Castleside,  Sewage 
from  the  remainder  of  Castleside 
accepted  for  treatment  by  Con- 
sett  U.D.C. 

178 

5 

620 
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APPENDIX  “F” 


Carcases  and  Offal  inspected  and  condemned  in  whole  or  in  part 


Cattle 

excluding 

Cows 

Cows 

Calves 

Sheep 

and 

Lambs 

Pigs 

Horses 

Number  killed  ... 

509 

33 

1 

1,180 

434 

— 

Number  inspected 

509 

33 

1 

1,180 

434 

— 

All  diseases  except  Tuberculosis 
and  Cysticerci 

Whole  carcases  condemned 

_ 

1 

1 

4 

_ 

_ 

Carcases  of  which  some  part 
or  organ  was  condemned 

72 

5 

— 

209 

17 

— 

Percentage  of  the  number 
inspected  affected  with 
diseases  other  than  Tuber¬ 
culosis  and  Cysticerci 

14.14 

18.18 

100 

18.05 

3.91 

Tuberculosis  only: 

Whole  carcases  condemned 

— 

1  —  . 

— 

— 

— 

— 

Carcases  of  which  some  part 
or  organ  was  condemned 

— 

— 

'  — 

2 

— 

Percentage  of  the  number 
inspected  affected  with 
tuberculosis 

_ 

_ 

_ 

_ 

0.46 

_ 

Cysticercosis 

Carcases  of  which  some  part 
or  organ  was  discovered 

1 

9 1 

— 

■  1  | 

— 

39 


Wm.  Dresser  Jt  Sons,  Lid. 
Printer •, 

Crown  Street,  Darlington. 


